
 

 

  
 
The PRO Men (Positive Reproductive Outcomes for HIV+ Men) initiative continues to support 
Zuckerberg San Francisco General Hospital’s Ward 86 providers and patients with an integrated 
sexual and reproductive health model based in a primary care setting.  
 
Website 
With our commitment to ending HIV-related stigma, we highlight stories and voices on our website 
through the HIVE blog, a platform featuring posts from people living with HIV, women who have used 
PrEP for safer sex and safer conception,  trans women’s experiences, and innovative programs from 
our collaborators. Over 3,750 unique visitors read PRO Men-related blogs in 2015.  
 
Below is a testimonial on the HIVE blog from an anonymous HIVE consumer: 

 
Content Updates 
 The PRO Men resources in English and Spanish videos were updated and are being used in clinics 
across the United States, Australia, South Africa, Kenya and Uganda. All safer conception materials 
were updated in 2015 and are available on our website. Additionally, we developed two new 
brochures for female partners, and a new brochure on single parenting by choice for men living with 
HIV.  
 
Presentations 
With increased media attention to pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP), HIVE and PRO Men staff were 
frequently cited as content experts and requested as presenters. HIVE reached over 1,300 unique 
individuals through PRO Men presentations in 2015. The HIVE Director presented “Reaching Women 
through their HIV-Positive Male Partners: The PRO Men Initiative” at three well-attended conferences: 
Forum for Collaborative HIV Research 2nd Conference on Overcoming Health Disparities in the Bay 
Area: Focus on HIV & HCV; the 5th Annual International Workshop on Women and HIV; and the 10th 
International Conference on HIV Treatment and Prevention Adherence. 
 
 
 

2015 Year in Review 

“My name is xx. My husband and I are patients of Dr. xx … We found out earlier this year my 
husband has AIDS, he never even knew he had HIV.  But we found out that he has AIDS 
through a near death experience with a couple of [opportunistic infections]. I wanted to thank 
you for the HIVE blog. You don’t have to call me back but I wanted to thank you for it as I found 
it earlier this year when I was a doing my research online when we found. It’s a small world and 
I find it amazing that I find you through Dr. xx so I wanted to thank you personally.  Continue 
with the blog. My husband and I are trying to conceive...Thank you so much. Keep up the great 
work!” – anonymous. 



 

 

PRO Men Clinic 
In 2015, 45 men sought a one-on-one visit with the PRO Men nurse, yielding 76 total visits.  

•   8 men brought their HIV-negative female partners for a couple visit.  
•   7 women attended clinic for a one-on-one partner visit with the PRO Men nurse.  
•   14 women were referred for HIV testing and screened for pre-exposure prophylaxis eligibility.  

Fifty-three providers sought 72 consultations (including 24 Ward 86 providers, 11 providers from 
San Francisco, and 18 providers from outside San Francisco) from the PRO Men nurse. Additionally, 
the HIVE Director provided 46 telephone and e-mail consultations regarding cases with a male living 
with HIV from both providers and patients across the country. 
 
In April and May of 2015, the PRO Men nurse and HIVE Director piloted a series of specialty 
consultations to assess the needs and interests for future Ward 86 programming. The pilot was 
successful, and many expressed interest in referring patients. Following the success of this pilot, the 
Reproductive Health Clinic at Ward 86 launched in January 2016. The PRO Men nurse and HIVE 
director host 30-minute counseling sessions for: 

•   Patients or couples who are in a serodifferent relationship. 
•   Patients who need help with HIV-disclosure, understanding HIV transmission risk or HIV 

prevention strategies. 
•   Couples who have questions about family planning in the context of HIV (including safer 

conception, contraception, etc.). 
•   People living with HIV who want to talk about single parenting, co-parenting or surrogacy. 

“The Ward 86 Reproductive Health Clinic is a valuable and unique resource for our city, our health 
system, and our community. Serodifferent couples – many of whom never knew family building was 
an option – receive compassionate clinical care from Guy Vandenberg and are connected with 
resources and tools from our very own safer conception expert Shannon Weber. It’s really a beautiful 
thing to witness," said Karishma Oza, HIVE Program Coordinator. Clinic visits include: assessments, 
patient-education and counseling, referrals for patients and partners to specialty and/or follow-up 
care and services as needed. Referrals may include referral to the Ward 86 PrEP Clinic. Want to 
schedule a Reproductive Health Clinic appointment? Call Guy Vandenberg, RN, MSW, at 415-206-
2482. 
 
HIVE thanks Macy’s, Inc. for its continued support of the PRO Men initiative. 
 

 


